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By MARTIN STRONG, M. A. Pre- | 
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LY 
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DO THE 
ONOURED 
William Phelipps, | 
Wilam Helyar, | 
Faward Phelipps, TY 
Wyndham Harbin, | 
nd to the reſt of the SUBSCRIBERS 


toward the CHARITY-SCHOOL 
in eovill, | 


| Author Humbly D E DICGAFES 
the Enſuing SERM O N. 


(i) 


© the Inhabitants of the 
Town and Pariſh of Teovill 
in Somer ſetſhire. 


Will not deny but that the deſire of ſome Friends, | 
for whom I have a juſt Value, had ſome Infla- | 
e upow me in Printing this Sermon; but the 

ncapal Motive that has prevailed with me, after 

g and a ſerious Deliberation, to Expoſe this plain 

courſe to 4 Public View, was the Hope at 

t, that it might ao ſome Good in the World, 

| particularly amongſt You my own Neigh- 

urs and Pariſhioners, for the Welfare of whoſe 

le, and of the Souls of all your Children, I have, 

becomes me, a moſt Compaſſionate Concern. 


I have now for many Year), with no ſmall Trouble, 
erved amongſt too many of Jou a great Neglect in 
Education of your Children, this Sermon is in- 
ned to Amend this Fault, if poſſitle , amongit 
du eſpecially , aud therefore I do moſt earneſtly 
ire You to make à very Cloſe and Particular 
plication to Jour ſelves, of what is here deliver- 
in General Terms, and be perſwaded, ] beſeech 
% by the Arguments here offered, to bring up 
our Children in the Nurture and Admonicion 
the Lord, without which it will be Impoſſible 
me to do that Good among ſt them, which Þ ſin- 
rely Wiſh and Deſire. Ip 


i 


(4) 

1 have one Reaſon more for the Publiſhing 
this Sermon at Preſent, and that is to make bug 
to the World the Pipus Generoſity of thoſe Wor: 
SUBSCRIBERS, who have nom ſo Hapji 
Eſtabliſhed a CHARITY -SCHOOL; 
this Place, to Animate and keep alive their & 
in this Good Work, and to Encourage others 
our Neighbours, ſo far as in me lies, to Imitd the 
this Excellent CHARITY, and to do as - 
have done. an 


T deſire a ſhare in Jour Prayers, as Jou alni 
have in Mine, and am 


Tour Aſectionate Friend 


aud Servant , 


2 ) 


— — — 


EPHES. vi. Ver. 4. 


thers, Provoke not Jour Children to Wrath : 
gut bring them up in the Nurture 
and Admonition of the Lord. 


E are all of us very forward to com- 
plain of the Wickedneſs of the 
Times, and to raiſe Popular Clamours 
againſt the Prophaneſs and Debauch- 

„ the Schiſms and Diviſions, the Hypocriſy and 

era! Corruption of the Age in which we Live; 

d to our Shame and Amendment we muſt Con- 

N, that theſe Complaints are not without juſt 

ounds; but in the mean time, who is there that 

her well Conſiders, or Endeavours to remove the 
rue Cauſe of all thoſe Evills? For as Sin in Gene- 
is that Achan that troubles our Jjrael, and that 
itneſs that teſtifies aloud to Heaven againſt us, fo 
verily believe that there is not any One more Pre- 
ling Caule of Miſchiefs and Wickedneſs in the 
orld, than is the Neglctt of a Religious Educati- 

1 of Youth , and a Vertuous Inſtruction of Child- 

1: From this Neglect it comes to paſs, that we 

3 ſome poor little Children Blaſpheming God, be- 

ee they can ſcarce ſpeak Plain, and taking God's 

ame in Vain, before they know their Owz ; Others, 

o but Srriplings in Age, can yet Swear with a 

lanly Impudence, and Curſe after the Neweſt Mode 

id Faſhion, and Lye and Steal with a Cunning be- 

yond 
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( 2 ) | : 
yond their Age; ſo that ſhonid a ſtranger to | 
Faith and Practice come amongſt us, He would 
fear, be tempted to ſuſpect, that our People tay 
their Children Curſes inſtead of the Creed, Oarhs | 
ſtead of the Lord's-Prayer , and to Break the J 
Commandments, inſtead of Keeping or Obeying the 
This is a Fault amongſt us, too True to be deni 
and *tis too Great to be winked or connived at 

_ a ' Miniſter that makes any Conſcience of his Dy 
or is ſenſible of the Account he muſt give to Gy 
for the Souls committed to his Charge. 


And 'tis for theſe Reaſons that I have thou 


my ſelf obliged ( eſpecially now at the Opening 
Your CHARITY-SCHOOL for the Educati 
of Poor Children) to uſe my Beſt Endeavours to! 
mend ſo Great and ſo General a Fault, by Jay 
before You the Great Uſefulneſs and Neceſſity 
Vertuous and Religious Education of Children, 
the Sinfulneſs and Miſchievous Conſequences of N 


lecting ſo great a Duty. 


The Subject now before us, is very fit and api: 


ſite for the Illuſtration of this whole Buſineſs; 1 
Bring up your Children in the Nurture and Amonitian 
the Lord. Of which words 1 ſhall Endeavour 


I. To give You the true Senſe and Meaning. 


II. I ſhall lay before Yon ſome convincing Arg 
ments and Reaſons to perſuade You to the Practice 
the Duty here injoyned. And then 


III. I ſhall Conclude with ſome Application ſuit 
ble to that Pious and Excellent CHARITI 
which is now fo Happily Begun amongſt You, a 
to which I beſecch God to give a Contiivance , 4 


an Encreaſe. 


I, 1 


1 


ES 
1. As for the Senſe and Meaning of my Text, it 
ounts to this. Let all Parents (and by Analogy of 
eaſon ) all others, to whom the Care of Children 
committed, ( ſuch as Maſters, Tutors, Govern- 
urs ) be very Induſtrious to poſſeſs the Minds of the 
Whildren under their Several Charges, with a very 
den Marly Knowledge of their Duty, with a timely love 
f God and True Goodneſs ; lead and direct your 
hildren in the Way to Heaven by your Mild and 
entle Inſtructions, if Poſſible, and, when *tis abſo- 
Watcly Neceſſary, by due Chaſtiſements and Cort ecti- 
Ds, as well as by your own Pious Examples; Inſtru& 
our Children betimes in all the Fundamental Princi- 

les of Religion, and Train them up in the Practice of 
/ertue from their Infancy, that 1 when they are Old, 
hey may never depart from it; Teach them to be Good 
Univerſally, to live the Life of Heaven, even while 
hey are upon Earth, and to Act in all things as be- 
omes Creatures that are adorned with Reaſon, with 
piritual and Immortal Souls; Be ſure to Educate and 
Diſcipline your Children both in the Knowledge and 
in the Practice of all the ſeveral Duties they owe to 
God, Themſelves, and their Neighbours ; which 
thing, tho? it be but little regarded, yet *tis of ſuch 
Infinite Conſequence to Children and Youth, that in a 
great meaſure their Happineſs both in this World, 
and in a Better muſt depend upon it; For when 
Children are brought up from their Cradles either in 
Profound Ignorance, or elſe in Profligate Wickedneſs, 
this muſt unavoidably lay a Foundation for all manner 
of Looſeneſs,Profaneneſs and Debauchery in their riper 
Years, and as they grow in Years, ſo they will grow 
in Vice and Wickedneſs too, till they have filled up the 
Meaſure of their Impieties, and become ripe for De- 
ſtruction. And now, if Variety of Motives, if 
Strength of Arguments will prevail with Men to ob- 
ſerve the Duty here Injoyned, we ſhall have Enough 
of theſe, if we do but well Conſider the following 
Particulars. | 


Ah 
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B 1 The 


for bringing up Perſons in the Nurture and Admonity 


(4F-- 


1. The beſt, the Fitteſt, and the moſt Proper tim 


of the Lord, for Inſtructing and Exerciſing of then 
in the Principles and Practice of Religion, is in the 
Youth. For the Minds of Young Perſons are Tende 
and Pliable, and may fitly be compared to Blank Pn 
per, or to ſoft Wax, in which you may write wha 
Letters, or make what Impreſſions you pleaſe ; Ther 
can be no ſuch Stubborn Prejudices and Obſtinate Pre 
poſſeſſions in the Minds of Children, as do very of 
ten hinder Older Perſons both from Perceiving, and 
from Entertaining the Truth ; Old and Adult Perſoy 
do generally labour under many corrupt Habits aufe. 
Vicious Cuſtoms of long continuance, and very harlW 
to be Subdued; Can the eAthiopian change his Skin, ſan 
the Prophet, or the Leopard his Spots? Then may ye il 
Good that are Accuſtomed to do Evil, Tis upon man 
Accounts very hard, and ſometimes abſolutely impoſ 
ſible to root out Old and Cuſtomary Vices, and H 
that would effectually Reform ſuch Habitual Sinner; 
muſt not only ſhew them their Duty, and their Dan. 
ger, but He muſt alſo uſe a great deal of Pains to take 
away thoſe Inveterate Prejudices, which they hari 
Entertained in favour of thoſe darling Vices, which 
a long Practice has made very dear to them, and 

which Now they are very Unwilling to part with. 
But the Minds of Children being yet Untainted, 
tender and free from all Vicious Preingagements, 
This makes them much more fit to receive Vertuous 
Impreſſions, and to retain them too, than Older Per- le. 
ſons. You need only to tell your Children what their ba- 
Duty is, in ſuch plain and familiar words, as theyffver 
may be capable to Underſtand, and to preſs them to 
the Practice of it by fome Eaſy, popular Arguments e 
and theſe cannot fail of a ready admiſſion into thoſe 
Young tender Minds, which are yet in their Virgil 
Innocence, who have never yet taſted of the ſeeming}! 
©. Delights eſe 


fs) 


inWelights of Sin, and have yet no Byaſs or Temptati- 
neither to Reſiſt, j or to Miſ-underſtand their Duty. 
WW yaſt a difference there is betwixt Childhood and 
ze, and ſo much more reaſon we have to hope for 
ceſs from Wiſe and Good Inſtructions in the For- 
er, than we can have in the Latter ; For 'tis no Ea- 
matter to forget Evil Principles, to lay down Old 
ejudices, to unlearn former Leſſons of Vice and 
ickedneſs, to root out accuſtomed Habits, to for- 

ke our Old friends in Sin, and our Old Acquaintance 

Iniquity; To do all this, is like tearing out a 

an's own Vitals, and ripping his very Bowels in 

ts au eces; But all thoſe Difficulties are Eaſily prevent- 

„by an Early Seaſoning of Children in Goodneſs, 

d by puting them betimes in the right way to Hea- 

4 : | 


2, This Early Education of Youth in the Fear and 
imonition of the Lord, is upon many Accounts, a Du- 
highly Neceſſary. For 
The Natural Folly and Giddineſs of Youth is very 
eat, and yet 'tis very conceited too, and very apt to 
ſpiſe the Advices and Experiences of a Wiſer Age; 
ery thing is to Young Perſons New and Surprizing, 
d meer Ignorance and Curioſity tempts them to taſt 
reat many forbidden Pleaſures; Their Paſſions are 
rong and Violent, and their Reaſon is but Weak, 
ey are not yet acquainted with the Snares of the 
vil, but are Ignorant of his Devices; And this 
akes them to be eaſily drawn aſide by any il} Advices, 
bad Examples, of which the World, God knows, 
very full. Youth, generally Speaking, is Raſh and 
onſiderate, and loves Eaſe and Pleaſure, and to 
ve and Act at Random without Check or Controul ; 
dung Perſons give the full Swinge to their Fancies 
gin d Appetites, nor do they ſet any Bounds, or lay 
Reſtraints upon their Humours and Vanities; for 
hes eſe reaſons Solomon tells us, that Folly is bound up in 
heart of a Child, and that Childhood and Youth are 
ES: nn 


hes 


Vanity. Experience tells us, that this is the Com 


the Practice of it is impoſſible, the Knowledge of 


a ** . 
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mon Caſe and Practice of Youth, and Hence pr 
ceeds an abſolute Neceſſity of Early and Pious 1 
ſtructions, to prevent the Natural Heats and Extr; 
vagancies of this Giddy and Unthinking Age. I 
which we muſt add 7 
That without a Previous Knowledge of our Dit 


Man's Duty muſt be both the Rule of his Practic 
and the Motive of his Obedience; And as for th 
Knowledge of our Duty, *tis very large and Con 
prehenſive, our Minds do not attain to it at ond 
but by flow Steps and Degrees, and it will requi 
no ſmall time and pains to Inſtruct the Underſtani 
ing aright in all the Fundamental Articles and Pri 
ciples of the Chriſtian Faith and Practice. 
And this Practice of our Duty, is ſtill much mf 
Difficult and Extenſive than the bare Knowledge if 
it; For our Duty is very Great, and it con ſiſtst 
very many Particulars, and our whole Life is litt 
Enough to fit and prepare us for Heaven ; He th 
makes the Earlieſt Steps to the Land of Promiſe, at 
begins his Journey to the New FJeruſalem even fia 
his Child-hood, will yet find that He has a long a 
2 difficult Race to Run, that the Way is Narrow, a 
much Incumbred; and that if He had more tin 
it need not lye upon his hands; But it might Etc 
nally be imployed in the Duties which his Holy Re 
gion Strictly exacts and requires of him. We ne 
not Spend ſo many of our Firſt and Beſt Years | 
Ignorance or in Wicked neſs, for thoſe who begin 
Serve God from the very firlt uſe of their Reaſo 
and give the Earlieſt Specimens of Piety and Vertu 
will yet find, when they come to caſt up their A 
counts, that they were late Enough of Conſciend 


be 
and that they nced not be Prodigal of any Part 75 
that little time, of which alone (as Senaca will - 
ohſerves) "tis a Veriue tes be Covetnus, Ma 


3. 1 


D 
F 


tz) 


. Therefare many Benefits and Advantages that will 
probably be the Effects of this Early Education 
your Children in the Fear and Admonition of the Lord; 
pious Vertuous Education ſeldom fails of making 
ood and an Honeſt Man; the Grace and the 
ſlings of God do uſually attend thoſe Seeds of 
pod Inſtruction that are Sown in Youth, which 
„by that means commonly grow up into a Holy 
fe, and become the Earneſt of 2 Plentiful Harveſt of 
Wlory in a Better World; The Man generally lives 
Wd dyes in the Practice of thoſe Duties which He 
arnt from his Infancy, and his firſt Inſtructions in 
ertue, have a Strong Influence on all the remaining 
arts of his Life; For by this means the Virgin 
odeſty of the Mind is kept Untainted, ſo that all 
ns, eſpecially ſuch as are Great and Crying, ap- 


ied ear very frightful to Conſcience thus Unſpotted from 
its World; An Innocent Nature cannot but recoil at 


e very firſt appearance of an Action greatly crimi- 
al, nor can it ever venture upon the Commiſſion 
f a known Wilful Sin, without a great deal of 
iolence and uneaſy Regret firſt Offer'd to the Native 
enderneſs of a Pure, and an Uncorrupted Mind. 


S lit 
e th 
e, all 
1 fro 


6. : But then, as for the Paths of Vertue and Piety, 
* heſe always appear Smooth and Eaſy, Pleaſant 
Eten Natural to One who Entred upon them Betimes, 


uch a One's Paſſage to Heaven is paved, as it were, 
ith Joy and Delight; Sin had never any aſceading 
Power over him, nor was he ever bewitched with its 
alſe Charms; He that Sets out Early for God and 
Heaven has prevented a World of difficulties in his 
Vay thither, The Toke of Chriſt will always be Eaſy to 
luch 4 One, and his Burden light, ſo that He will run 
the ay of God's Command ments with delight, and *rwill 
be His Meat and Drink to do the Will of his Heavenly 

Father. Beſides which 
The very Remembrance and Reflection that a 
Man has devoted himſelf to the Service of his God 
from 
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from his Infancy, and that He has Remembred his Cl 
tor from the Days of his Youth, muſt needs be attend 
with Unſpeakable Peace of Mind, and be alu 
cheering the Conſcience with the Beſt and Sweet, 
Satisfactions; But eſpecially at the Gloomy time 
Death, when all other Comforts fail, Ther to be 
ble to Recount our paſt Years with Joy, and to ly 
back upon a Life Well and Vertuouſly Spent, t. 
muſt needs give the Soul an Antepaſt and a Foret 
of the Joys of the Celeſtial State, and make ſ 


a One Die, not only with Satisfaction, but with Trau A 
port. 

And after Death, the higheſt Degrees of Glo T 
The Brighteſt Crown, The whiteſt Robe, and til f 


moſt Triumphant Palms of Heaven muſt be th 
pecuilar Lot of thoſe, who have Fear'd the Lord jrn 
their Touth, to thoſe belon Eternal Weight | 
Glory, the neareſt acceſs to the Throne of God, a 
the fulleſt injoymemt of the Beatifick Viſion. 

And even with Reference to this World, a God 
and a Vertuous Education is the only Ordinary wa), 
and uſual means to make Children come to Good 
here upon Earth, to make them Careful, Induſtr- 
ous and Thriving in their Several Callings, to Maki. f. 
them Happy and Proſperous in the World, a Coma 
fort to their Parents, uſeful in their their Stations, al rp 
Ornament to their Country, and a Bleſſing to their 77 
Fimilies, to the Neighbourhood , and to the Kine 
dom in whichthey Live. ; it 
If you conſult your own Times and Obſervarions i ar 
Or if you look back into Hiſtorics, and Enquire wit PD 
has been done in Paſt Ages, you will find Many wiv: , 
from very Low and Mean Beginnings, have, ad. 
means of a Good and Vertuous Education, come to to 
bc both Great and Good Men, and have Riſen to Nies 
Great Eſtates, and to Honourable Places both in a 
Church and State, but very few, who have done 10 Hul 
without it; And This we ſhall always find, that Ws, 
in what Places and Times ſoever, the Greateſt = 

148 
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heen 3 to train up Vouth in Induſtry, Vertue 


good Manners, Then and There, have theſe Na- 
5 grown Famous in the World, and on the con- 
the Publick Welfare viſibly declines and leſ- 
when the Education of Youth is neglected, of 
Which, the old Romans and Lacedemonians are un- 
able Inſtances ; So that the Vertuous Education 
outh is of the laſt and greateſt Importance to the 
ick, and ought therefore to be Encouraged, not 
by the Miniſters of Chriſt, but alſo by the 
| Magiſtrate, and by all other Good Perſons 
tever. 


There are abundance of Miſchiefs and Dangers 
follow upon the neglect of the Duty here in- 
ed; For every Child that comes into the World 
W:poſed to great Hazards, and to Innumerable 
ptations, if it be bred up in Ignorance, and lives 
fe of Wickedneſs, this will not fail to Sink him 
the Nature of a Man, *twill make him worſe 
1 a Brute, and next of Kin toa Devil, he will 
probably do much Evil in his Generation, but 
ood ; And if we conſider the Natural Propen- 
we all have to Sin, the many powerful Tempta- 
from the World, the Variety of bad Examples, 
all thoſe other Advantages which a Buſy and Sub- 
erpent takes to ſubvert Youth, *tis too probable 
is will be his Condition, unleſs it be pre- 
ted by an Early and a Vertuous Education ; And 
it not be very Mercileſs and Inhumane in You 
are Parents, to Expoſe your Children Naked 
Defenceleſs to thoſe many cruel Beaſts of 
y, with which the Wilderneſs of this World 
„nds? Do not the very Brute Creatures teach 
ne to to have more Pity upon the Fruit of Your own 
n do ies? *Tis a Truth, which I beg You to Conſi- 
hu a Child that is only brought into a miſerable 
1c 10 Hal World, and then turned abroad amidſt all 
that I Snares and Temptations of it in a profound Ig- 
| 1 | NOrance, 


(10) 
norance, Unfortified with any pious Councels, U 
armed, and Undiſciplined in the Art of Defend 
it ſelf, certainly it had been happy if thoſe C 
dren had never been Born, better they had be 
Stifled in the Womb, than to be thus left an oS 
Prey to that roaring Lyon, which ſeeks Night and | 
to devour Souls. | | 


And methinks this ſhould deeply affect the He A 
and Conſcience of every Parent, who has but ei 
Faith of a Chriſtian, the Reaſon of a Man, or ft 
thing of a Natural Tenderneſs and Affection to fi) 

Off- ſpring of their own Bowels, and effectually i 
vail with them to give all the Help and AfſiſtaWd 
they poſſibly can to reſcue their Children from ths 
many and fatal Dangers, to which the want re 
an Early Admonition and Education in the Fearth 
the Lord, will Unavoidably Expoſe them. [101 

For When a poor ignorant Child is never ſh 
the Grounds and the Reaſons of the Chriſtian RW ) 
gion, when He can give no manner of Reaſon Me. 
He believes the Bible rather than the Talmud orc" 


Alcoran, nor why He is a Chriſtian rather ti 
a Few or a Turk, but only This, that Chriſtianity i 
the Religion of his Country, and Deſcended to 
from his Parents; Is not ſuch a One left open eul 
defenceleſs to Atheiſm, and to Infidelity, to be 
any, or of no Religion as Temptations fall in 
Way? Muſt not that Faith in God, and that 
lief in Chriſt Stand upon a very weak and t0 
ring Foundation, which has no Solid Reajou or 
ſtruction, but only meer Fate and Prejudice, to 
port and maintain it? 1 

And when Children are from their very in 
cy brought up in a Looſe, Profane, Diſſolute C0 
of Life, in a total Neglect of Private and Pub 
Prayers, and of all manner of Religious Wor 
when they hear their own Fathers Curſe and 8 
daily, and, it may be, fee them reel to Bed * 
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(ir) 
hree times a Week, is it any wonder to find ſuch 
hildren to Sink down by Degrees, as they grow 
der into Perfect Irreligion, Debauchery and Pro- 
meneſs, and into a Stupid Unconcern about the 
fairs of their Souls? So that, like Gallio, they care 
„None of theſe Things ? | | 
And if Children have never been Catechiſed in 
cir Youth, nor ſhewn the Truth and Excellency 
f that Particular Church and Religion, into which 
hey were Baptized, does not this Expoſe them to 
wretched Fickleneſs and Inconſtancy in Religion, 
nd to be toſſed to and fro into Schiſms and Facti- 
ns by every Wind of Doctrine? And can You that 
re Parents, be contented to fee your Children 
\theiſts and Infidels, Profane and Irreligious, Fa- 
tous and Schiſmatical, Infamous aud Scandalous 
illains, and a Curſe inſtead of a Comfort to you 

your old Age? And ſince all the Good, and all 
he Comfort that You can hope for from your Chil- 
Iren, muſt be the Effect of a Pious and a Vertuous 
ducation, let the Dictates of Nature, the Directi- 
ns of Reaſon, and the Perſuaſions of Grace, let 
he love you bare to. your own Souls, and to the 
jouls of Your Children at laſt prevail with You to 
e more careful in this Matter; And Remember, that 
f You cannot anſwer to Your own Conſciences Now | 
or the Neglect of this Great Duty, You will much 
> be able to anſwer it before the Tribunal of 
od, when He ſhall charge the Blood of Your 
hildrens Souls on your Careleſneſs, and when 
tour own Children themſelves ſhall accuſe you 
0 your Faces as Acceſlary both to their Pre oſent 
pins, and to their Future Torments. 
The Sum of All is This, The Expreſs: Com- 
land of God in the Text, The - Fitneis of the 


deaſon, The Proſpect of the Advantaves, The Fore- 


ght of the Dangers, anc the Neceſſity of the 


uty, All cheſe Conſiderations ſhould ingage You 
C that 
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that are Parents, to Bring. up; your. Children . FM ri 
Nurture and Admonition of the, Lord. . Id 
Theſe Arguments were too many, and too Co- 11 


pious to be long dwelt upon, 1 content my. (el 
therefore to have little more than mentioned them, 
and proceed now to make ſome Application Sui-M;en 
table to that Pious Charity which is now. ſo happi-lifſy in 
ly begun in this Place for the Education of poor, h 
Children, and upon which 1 beſeech God to mul- 
tiply his Bleſſings. . 
And let it be remembred to the Honour c 
This ſmall Town of Yeovill, That 'tis the firſt in 
all this Part of the World, that has ſet, up a. Ch 
rity-School of this Nature, in which, by the vo- ter 
luntary Subſcriptions of ſeveral well-diſpoſed Chri- unc 
ſtians (already amounting to above forty, Pound rod 
Yearly) Twenty very Poor Boys are to be de- Bl: 
cently Cloathed, after the Manner uſed in London, Hur 
and to be taught by a Maſter, paid and provi- Nous 
ded on purpoſe, to Read Engliſh well and di- h 
ſtinctly, to learn by heart, not only the WordWtio! 
of the Church-Catechiſin, but alſo a plain and fa- tf 
miliar Expoſition of it in all its Parts, to attend ve 
conſtantly upon the Prayers of the Church, and had 
there to make their Reſponſes, and to behaye Hart! 
themſelves decently and devoutly as the Rubric: : 
requires, and in all other Times and Places to car-all 
ry themſelves with that Modeſty and Humilitjhe 
that becomes them; And as ſoon as they are ca- Nec 
pable of it, they are alſo to be taught to Write e! 
and caſt Accompt, in Order to fit and qualify Will 
them for ſome honeſt Trades and uſeful Employ- Men 
ments. | 1 C 
A Charity this is, that is certainly of all Others the #7 
trueſt and moſt Unexceptionable, and liable 101 | 
the feweſt Abuſes of any in the World; Ts Want 
not capable of any indirect Practices in the Ma- 
nagement, it begins at à right Foundation, it aims it 
| | al 
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t right Ends, and is carried on by right Methods; 
\nd this has made it ſpread ſo vaſtly in ſeve- 
al Parts of this Nation, but eſpecially in and a- 
out London, tho *twas begun but” a few Years 
ince; So that ſeveral Thouſands poor Chil- 
ren are now by theſe Schools of Charity bred 
in the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord, And *tis 
b be hoped that this Example of Ours, will in 
me be imitated by Some of our Neighbours ; For 
is Pious Education of Youth is a Matter of the 
reateſt Importance to ns all, both in Church and 
tate, the Welfare of the preſent Age, and the 
ettering of the next depend much upon it, and 


— 


„ter all other Experiments, This, I believe, will be 
und to be the beſt and moſt effectual Way, to 


roduce a true Reformation of Manners amongſt us. 
Bleſſed be God for putting this Charity into 


« 


r Hearts, and Bleſſed be all you, vho out of 


-Wous Intentions, and generous publick Spirits, have 


D happily opened this Way of a Chriſtian Edu- 
tion in this Pariſh for the Children of the Poor 
id Needy, who would otherwiſe very probably 
zwe been bred up in Idleneſs or in Wickedneſs, 
nd ſo have been ignorant beggarly Sinners upon 
arth, and miſerable Souls in Hell; Bleſſed be 
1 all in the preſent Age, and even Future Ages 
all call you Bleſſed, and when You come before 
e laſt Tribunal, the Bleſſed ] ES U himſelf mall 


- FWrclare you Bleſled, becauſe you have Cloathed 


e Naked and lIaſtructed the Ipnorant, and then 
ll the Judge of all the World tell You before 
en and Angels, that Foraſmuch as ye have done 
15 Charity to thoſe litale Ones, you have done it un- 


n. 


| hope that this excellent Chariry will never 
ant Supports, in a Place where there are fo ma- 
Men of plentiful Eftates, eſpecialiy if we cats 
it on with that Prudence, Care and Imparti- 
| 2 ality 
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ality - that. becomes us; I mean, if we take it 


Times agreed upon, to ſee that the Orders of the 
School be well obſerved and carefully inſpe& in 
to the due Management of it. Some Encourage 
ments have already happened to ,us beyond ou 
Expectation, and I make no doubt but the Pro 
vidence of a Good GO D will ſtir up Friends, an 
furniſh us with convenient Supplies to carry © 
this excellent Work. For 'tis indeed a Sight full 0 
Charms and Endearments to ſee the Innocent 
Children of poor Parents to walk in the Street 
by Pairs, decently Cloathed to the Houſe ar 
Temple of God, and there to Worſhip God joynt 
ly and Devoutly i the Beauty of Holineſs ; Thi 
muſt needs invite the Compaſſion of all well-dif 
poſed Chriſtians, aud is enough to prevail wit 
ſome pious Perſons who have great Riches, al 
no Children, to eſtabliſh ſome ſettled Proviſion 
for ſuch Schools of Charity; By which Meat 
they may raiſe up many Poor Children to Gol 
adopt to themſelves Heirs of Salvation, and { 
cure to themſelves a Glorious Name, a laſtin 
Honour, a Generation of poor Souls who vi 
for ever Praiſe them in the, Gates, and, which | 
infinitely better than All, an Eternal Reward | 
Heaven. And eren thole who have Children 
may juſtly hope, that God will Bleſs them and thell 
Poſterity the better, for their Compaſſion on th 
Children of the Poor; And why ſhould we 00 
believe a God infinitely Juſt and Powerful, wil 
bas told us, in as plain Words as poflible, -thi 
He that giveth to the Poor does but lend to i 
Lord, aud that imhateven he lays out this WAY, Goa wi 
ſurely pay him gain. Prove 19. 17. { 

| ph | Wh one 
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ho knows how Many of _ theſe, Poor Children 
\ by this CH A RITABLE EDUCATION 1 


Wrcſerved from Idleneſs and Poverty, from Thiev- 


and Stealing, from Ruin in this World, and 


MM Damnation in another ? And Who can tell, 


that ſome of theſe Children may in time come 


in be Helps and Supports to their Pariſn, and be 
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red to do. 


ſelves grateful and liberal Benefactours to the 
r Children of others, who ſhall come after 
m in this 8S CHO OL of CHARITY? And 
n Now , theſe poor Children may, ſome. of 
m poſſibly, be a means to amend their own 
eleſs Parents, and to help to Reform their own 
lies and Neighbours, when they ſee the pious Be- 


Jour of theſe Children, both at Home, and at 


urch, and find them daily and devoutly repeat- 
their Graces and their Prayers, as they are re- 


— 


And who knows how far God may hear the 
wers of theſe Poor Children for thoſe that now 
riouſly provide for their Education? For in a 
rt and devout Form of Prayer compoſed for the 
ly Uſe of CHARITY-SCHOOLS, The 
ters and Children are in Expreſs Words oblig- 
to Pray daily for the Divine Bleſſing upon all their 
bends and Benefattors, and Particularly upon thoſe of 
SCHOOL to which they do belong; And 'tis 
be hoped, that God will hear the Prayers of 
eſe Poor Innocents, and pour down upon you 
ar Benefactors all the Bleſſings that they Petition 
1 | | 
As for you who are Contributors to this Excel- 
in CHARITY, I hope you will be often En- 
ling what good progreſs theſe poor Children make 
Vertue and Learning, and what Good Fruits this your 
unty does produce, and to this End you will have a 
quent Eye both upon the Maſter and Scholars, and 
rect, Encourage or Reprove any of them as Occaſi- 
oiiers; and that you will imbrace all convenient Op- 
| portunitles 
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portunities, Modeſtly to Encourage others of g fe 
Friends, either to Subſcribe Annually, or elſe 
| ca ſomething at Large to this Pious and (| 

ian Work. And T hope you of this Pariſh, 
are not Snhbſcribers, and whom God has Bld 
with Ability, will however Give ſomething, 

a Year at Leaſt, to help to Buy Books, and 
ther Conveniencies for theſe poor Boys, mt 
will be a CHARITY very acceptable to | 
mighty God, and very becoming good Chil 
ſtians. a | 

As for the Parents of theſe poor Children, 
muſt Deſire and Charge them, that they conſtu 

ly command them to the SCHOOL at the E. 
Hours appointed, that they Keep them Strictly 
their Private Prayers upon their Knees both Mo 
ing and Evening, and to their Graces before and 
ter Meat; that they charge them conſtantly to 

tend their Maſter to the Church at all the Sta 

Hours of Prayer , that they Rebuke and Corr 
them for any Notorious Offences, ſuch as Lyinll 
Swearing, Curfing , Vices to which Youth is E 
tremely addicted; In a Word, 1 muſt Beſee 
the Parents of theſe Poor Children to go bet 
them in the way to Heaven, and that thi 
give them good Examples of Honeſty and Juſti 

of Sobriety and Temperance, and of a Zeal | 

God and Religion, for the Prayers and Sacramen 
of the Church; Remembring that God will o 
all Parents to account for theſe things, and 1 
quire the Blood of ſuch Children from their Hand 
who ſhall Periſh either by their Neglects, or Bad E 
amples. And I rake this Opportunity Earneſtly tor 
commmend to all you who are Parents and Mal 
crs of Familes, the Great , but too much Ne! 
lected Duty of Daily Family Prayer, with 
which you cannot reaſonably hope for God's Ble 
ſing or Protection, nor can you keep up any d 
_ of Religion among thoſe that belong to yo 
are. : 


(47 ) 

of ik for the Maſter to whoſe care theſe Poor 
ell:Wren are committed, *tis to be hoped that he 
duly lay to heart this Great and Weighty 
, and the Account that He muſt give to 
Wzhty God for the due Diſcharge of it; No- 
is more certain, than that the Credit, the 
tation and Succeſs of this CHARITY muſt 
very great meaſure depend, upon the Indu- 
Wind Diligence, the Prudence and Pains, the 
ace and Good Example of the Maſter , from 
therefore it muſt be expected, that He carry 
f with all that Unwearied Labour, and Con- 
Dnſta}W Care and Attendance that becomes a true lover 
> Erouls, and that in the Diſcharge of this Truſt, 
rea Conſtant Eye not only to the Preſent Re- 
but to a Future Reckoning, and to the Sa- 
tion of a Good Conſcience. 3 

! hope that theſe poor Children themſelves 
don as they come to more Diſcretion, will 
God for their Happineſs in having this Pro- 
ug made both for their Souls and Bodies, that 
will make the beſt Uſe and Improvement of 
HAR ITY, and for ever be thankful to their 
IEFACTORS Rl. - 

t thor my ſelf, I am very ſenſible that my Part in 
JuſtiQſatter, is more than Ordinary, and of the high- 
Wiportance, and if God give me Strength and 
believe I ſhall never want a Vill to perform it. 
all the Proſperous Succeſſes that can be deſired 
er attend this H RIS TI AN CHARI TY, 
the Bleſſings of Heaven be poured down upon 
ions and Poſterity of thoſe Generous Spirits, who 
Jo Piouſly Contributed towards it! And for 
WHARIT Y /hewn to thoſe little Ones, may every 
Mot You receive in this preſent Life an Hundred 


and in the World to come, Life Fverlaſting 
's Ble, Amen. 1 
ny d 
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